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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To handle a common file equally to native files of 
operating systems of respective computers by allowing storage devices 
connected to the respective computers to include file management information as 
to files present on a shared storage device. 

SOLUTION: A computer 10 and a computer 11 share a disk 20. A UNIX operating 
system runs on the computer 10. A Windows NT operating system runs on the 
computer 1 1. The common disk 20 is formatted in the FAT format. The computer 
10 has a disk 21 and the computer 1 1 has a disk 20. A file on the disk 21 has only 
property information on files on the common disk 20 and no actual user data. The 
disk 22 has the same directory structure as that of the common disk 20 and has a 
file containing the names of the files on the common disk 20. 
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